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Thank you, Mr President,

New Zealand recognlses the progress made in the advancement of human rights since
Guinea- Bissau's elections in May 2014 as witnessed by the New Zealand electlon
observation mission.

New Zealand commends Guinea-Bissau's efforts in restoring democracy and the rule of law,
~and encdurages' the continued strengthening of democratic institutions and security sector -
reform. New Zealand welcomes_continued internatlonal support for Guinea-Bissau, lncludlng
through the UN fntegrated Peacebuilding Office in Guinea- Blssau

New Zealand encourages Guinea-Bissau to work towards accountablllty for pollt[cal
violence that took place during the April 2013 coup d'état. Open access to justice is a
necessary step 1r__1 accountability and New Zealand recommends further action to ensure _
court services are available in all regions aﬁd fees are not prohibitive. ‘

Thank you




